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“ The Play’s the thing.”— Ask for Thomas's Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tue Comedy of Court and City was repeated here yesterday evening 

with the new ballet divertissement, and the Farce of Free and Easy. 
HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Morton’s Speed the Plough was represented at this Theatre last 
evening, and the admirable manner in which it was cast and acted merits 
our warmest eulogiums. The principal characters were portrayed by Web- 
ster, Vining, Strickland, Miss P. Horton, and Mrs. Stirling, in a style 
which can leave the admirers of genuine Comedy little to regret in the 
loss of bygone representatives. Webster's Farmer Ashfield is a master- 
piece in its line, and Vining’s Bob is an excellent portraiture. The per- 
severing lessee deserves much at the hands of play-goers. May he retire 
from the field after many prosperous seasons with laurels as go/den as they 
must be lasting. This evening the excellent Comedy, A Cure for the 
Heart Ache, willbe repeated. The afterpieces, last night, were Mr Web- 
ster’s new Drama, Zhe Quadroon Slave, and Love Extempore—The 
house was full. 

On Monday, Dec. 27, will be produced at this Theatre a new Grand 
Legendary Fairy Spectacle, in two acts, entitled The World of Dreams ; 
or, the Man in the Moon. 

Sacred Harmonic Society—The annual performance of Handel’s grand 
Oratorio of Zhe Messiah took place at Exeter Hall last evening. His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge was present, and took great 
interest in the performance. The hall was crowded to excess. The prin- 
cipal vocalists, Miss Birch, Miss Lucombe, Messrs. Hobbs, Young, and 
Phillips, did effective justice to their respective parts. 

Jehangeer Nourogee, and Heerjeebhoy Merwangee, two naval archi- 
tects of Bombay, have jnst published a work in which they give the follow- 
ing observations on the “salary” of a danseuse. Upon the stage we saw 
a great many females dressed exactly alike, all very handsome, dancing 
and performing difficult evolutions, standing upon one leg, and whirling 
rapidly round, with ‘the other stretched straight out. It was the 
last evening upon which Taglioni, the favorite French dancer was to dance 
in England, and an English friend who accompanied us very frequently 
asked us how we liked her dancing. He, for his part, was very much 
delighted with it, but to us it appeared of very little interest; and we 
were very much surprised to hear that for every night she had appeared 
upon the stage she had been paid 150 guineas! Such a sum to be paid in 
England to a woman to stand for a long time like a goose on one leg, then 
throw one leg straight out, twirl round three or four times with the leg 
thus extended, to curtsey so low as to nearly seat herself upon the ground, 
to spring occasionally from one side of the stage to another ; all of which 
jumping about did not on her part occupy more than an hour; and to ge; 
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more maney for that hour every evening than six weavers in Spitalfields 
(who produce beautiful silk for dresses) could earn all of them, working 
fourteen hours every day, in twelve months! It does appear so absurd 
that a dancing-woman should thus take out of English pockets every night 
for an hour’s jumping, more than would keep six weavers of silk, their 
wives and families, for a whole year. Had we not seen instances that 
convinced us the English were clever people, we should have thought 
them very foolish indeed thus to pay a dancing puppet ! 

A Bon-Mot of Quin.—In a summer, when the month of July was 
extremely wet and cold, some person asked Quin whether he ever remem- 
bered such a summer? “Yes,” replied the wag, very seriously, “last 
winter.” 

During a late crowded night at Covent Garden Theatre, a beautiful 
woman, on whom the heat acted as a powerful sudorific, attracted a gen- 
eral attention. A gentleman, after viewing her for a few moments, 
exclaimed, “ A charming painting in oil.” 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—lI have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town .— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collectior 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Jndustrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into PeRRING’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—Mrs.P. instantly purchased a lot of his fashioaableBeaverBonnets 

szegant and quite the ton—must patronize PERRING. 

Thursday, took a peep at the THAMES TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
from nine o’clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas, 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,~ quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Call upon Messrs. JAckson Biockiey and Co., 96, New Bond Street, near Ox- 
ford-street, for the new music by J. Blockley, author of ‘ Love not,’ &e.—just pub- 
lished—‘ Beautiful Spring,’ (ballad,) ‘ Sleep Baby sleep,’ ‘ Last song of Sappho,’ 
‘ Love seeking a Lodging,’ and purchase likewise the favorite duets of ‘ List to the 
Convent Bells,’ ‘ The Moorish Evening Drum,’ ‘ Thoughts of Home,’ new edition 
of ‘ My Childhood’s Home,’ ‘ The Flower Girl‘s song,‘ * The Wind and the Beam. 

Afterwards called at EmmMeEtt’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de: 
lightful singing—(commeuces every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude—beg pardon 
Your’s, &~PAUL PRY. 
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| This Evening, BELLINI’s Opera of 


N OR M A. 


The Overture ee by C. RAPER, Esq. 
CONDUCTOR, «.. «. -- «. -. MR, BENEDICT 
The Chorusses under the Dir ection of Mr. J. H. TULLY, 

The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 

The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELE, 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 


Pollio, (a Roman Pro-Consul,) Mr W. HARRISON, 
Flavius, (a Centurion,) Mr CLEMENT WHIT#, 
Oroveso, (the Arch Druid.) Mr LEFFLER, 


Norma. .(aDruidess).. Miss ADELAIDE KEMBLE, 
! (Her 18th Appearance upon the English Stage.) 


DOM, 655 hoes etcsoseees Miss RAINFORTH, 











Clotilda, Miss GRANT, 
Children, Miss A. PAYNE and Miss TURNER. 
Gaulish Chiefs, Druids, Bards, Druidesses, §c. 


After which, (first time) a New Farce, entitled The 


United Serviee. 








Ceptain Whistleborough ........ MrW FARREN, 
Captain Pacific, R. N., Mr BARTLEY, 
OE nnn es (can er CHARL ES MATHEWS, 


Mr Enfield Bam, Mr HARLEY, 
Mr Woodpecker, MrW. L.ACY, John, MrCollett, 
Mrs Coo, Mrs GLOV EK, 


CCT Oe Err Mrs TAYLEURE, 
’ Miss Fanny Merrivale, Miss LEE, 
aS aeerere ere --.- Mrs ORGER. 





To conclude with, (7th Time) a Ballet Divertissement, entitled 


TheW ooden Leg. 


THE CHARACTERS BY 


Mr GILBER? and Miss BALLIN, 
Master MARSHALL and Miss MA RSHALL, 
Mr J. RIDGWAY, Mr T. RIDGWAY, 
Miss JACKSON, 





re Smee, 


On Monday, & ourt ‘and Ci yity, id The Wooden Leg. 





Theatre Royal, English Opera. 








THIS EVENING, 


PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 


Conductor, Sig. NEGRI. 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 


Solo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &e. 




















PROGRAMME 


PART I 
Overture .... Ruler of the Spirits .... Weber 
New Waltz a Cacilian mr Strauss 


New Quadrille .. Prince of Wales .. Carnaud 
Air Varia, Picolo, Mr. Folly. 


Selection from Weaacbeth.’’ 


Quadrille .... Le Cent Suisse .... Musard 
Cornet Obligato, Mr LAURENT, jun. 
Trombone, Mr. MASON, 





PART Il 
Fantasia on “DonGiovanni.’ 


Quadrille .. Les Diamens de la Couronne. . Musard 
Overture “% Guy Mannering -» Bishop 
Waltz ne Brandhofen a“ Labitzsky 
Quadrille cen Le Postillon -> Musard 








Galop 7 Militaire - Muller 
Admission, One Shilling, 

Doors Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
terminates at Eleven. 
ee —_— — { 
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